
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



™ Lamb's Tales from Bacon. 

LOTUS 

By The Editor. 




FEIEND of mine, lately returned from 
Boston, tells me that they no longer de- 
bate the question there whether or not 
Bacon wrote Shakespeare, but assert 
with more or less vehemence that he 
did. Yet there always has seemed to 
me one unanswerable argument in favor of Shake- 
speare. 

Bacon's mind was of mettle so original that it 
would not have stooped to help itself from others. 
Shakespeare, practical manager, stage producer, actor 
and playwright that he was, did not hesitate to help 
himself to anything that came his way. His dramas 
are "book-plays," adaptations from histories, poems, 
novels and romances. 

"Romeo and Juliet," for example, closely fol- 
lows, in its development of the story, the poem of 
"Romeus and Juliet," by Arthur Brooke, who founded 
it upon the novel of Boisteau, the original source be- 
ing Italian. The materials for "Macbeth" are found 
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in HoUinshed's " Chronicles of Englande, Scotlande 
and Ireland " and are taken from the accounts of two 
separate events — the murder of Duncan by Macbeth 
and that of King Duffe, Lady Macbeth's great-grand- 
father, by Donwald. In some of the main incidents 
of "Hamlet" he follows "The Hystorie of Hamblet," 
translated from the "Histories Tragiques" of Francis 
de Belleforest. "Anthony and Cleopatra" is derived 
from an English translation of the greatest of ancient 
biographers, from whom Shakespeare also helped him- 
self to passages for lines in the play. The same is true 
of " Coriolanus," the phraseology of passages in book 
and play being practically identical. For "King 
Henry VIII " he seized upon three books from which 
he incorporated many details into the play with but 
slight changes of language. If Thomas Lodge saw 
the first performance of " As You Like It," he would 
have recognized it as his novel of " Kosalynde," writ- 
ten some ten years before, placed upon the stage. 
Such instances can be multiplied by as many times as 
there are plays of Shakespeare. Scholars are aware 
of these things; but the public does not care. The 
sources from which he drew his plays have faded 
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THE from the realm of perusal into the limbo of research, 
LOTUS while the plays themselves remain the greatest monu- 
ment of English literature. For they are the pro- 
duct of many minds coordinated by a master mind. 
To prove, therefore, that Bacon wrote Shakespeare 
it is necessary to prove that the former was an 
adapter and a plagiarist. 

And supposing it were proven, beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, that he wrote the Shakespeare 
plays, of what avail would it be? The plays would 
continue to be given as Shakespeare's and read as by 
him. What manager, advertising "Hamlet by 
Bacon," would expect to draw even half a house? 
The public would think it a new play on an old 
subject by an unknown author, and stay away. 

Furthermore, I think that " Lamb's Tales from 
Bacon" would long remain objects of suspicion. 
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